
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Editor: Mary Stevens                                       April, 2010 

 
 

Fun Days Planned  
 
 

The Heartland club has two fun days on the schedule (so far!).  We have 
some new activities to offer, along with some of the traditional events.  If 
you’ve never been to one of our events, we’re looking forward to meeting 
you!  If you’re a “veteran”, we miss you, and hope you will also join in and 
share your knowledge and enthusiasm.   
 
Saturday, May 22 - Frank and Mary Stevens’ place - Racing, 
go-to-ground (i.e. earth dog), terrier grooming “how-to” demonstration, 
mobile grooming by TNT, pot luck picnic (Last name A-M, bring side dish; 
N-Z, bring a dessert. Hosts will supply main course and beverages).    
 
For the first time in a long while, we’re offering an opportunity to learn how 
to groom your Jack Russell.  Terrier grooming is no mystery!  You will 
learn what tools to look for, where to find them and how to use them.  This 
is for the show competitor and performance/pet terrier owners alike.   We 
will even have a drawing for a terrier “makeover”!    
 
In addition to the seminar, TNT Mobile Pet Grooming, Lone Jack, will bring 
their van over for a few hours, offering a body clip (get your terrier 



 

 

comfortable for hot weather!), a bath and a toenail trim for anyone who is 
interested.  
  
Cost for fun day participation is $10/dog (with TNT grooming) or $5/dog 
(without grooming).  We’re blocking three hours with TNT (@ 30  minutes 
per dog), so this is first-come, first served.    
 
CONTACT: Mary Stevens at : prairiecreek@centurylink.net to reserve 
a spot!   
 
We will book more grooming time if there is sufficient interest, but we need 
to know in advance. 
 
Suggestions: dress for the country and bring a lawn chair.  Heartland 
membership is NOT required, and ALL earth-working terrier breeds and 
dachshunds are welcome.  Racing requires a basket or softie muzzle, 
although we do have some “loaners”.   Bring a friend! 
 
Saturday, July 24, 2010 - Host: Sarah Runyan - This one’s over on the 
“Kansas Side”  (directions coming soon).  It’s July.  It’s &*%$@ hot!  
What’s better than hangin’ out by the pool?  Here’s a twist: We’re opening 
the pool to doggies by offering Muskrat Racing (chase racing lure through 
the pool).  We did this a few years ago, and it was a blast!  In addition, 
we’ll offer “Whine & Cheese” pet portraits (free digital, nominal for print to 
cover cost).  Cost of admission: Just bring an appetizer to share and the 
beverage of your choice.  Suggestion:  You might  just get wet!  Dress 
accordingly and bring a towel.  Muzzles are required for racing.  
Membership not required.  All earth-working terrier breeds and dachshunds 
are welcome!  Come beat the heat!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Fall, 2010 - TBD - We need a volunteer to head up a fall fun day.  We’d 
like to reprise our 2009 event at Swanson’s (Shawnee, KS dog park & spa) 
so that we can offer agility and racing.  We’re open to other venue 
suggestions as well and would love to hear from you with ideas.  
 
Winter, 2010 - TBD - Again, looking for volunteer(s) and venue for a 
hunting/working related event, geared for the novice.  Suggestions for 
activities: Trailing & Locating and a “What’s in Your Hunting Pack?” 
(hunting equipment, tools of the trade, locator collar introduction, hunting 
first aid, etc.).    
 
As always, volunteers are needed and appreciated.  Experience is 
absolutely not required.  Contact any Board of Directors member for 
information: 
 
 

Dick Fenton ldfen1@iowatelecom.net 
Joy Owens huntmoor@centurytel.net 

Mary Stevens prairiecreek@centurylink.net 
Bob VanVoorst  rvanvoorst@aol.com 

Sherry Stanley w5thpetsitter@earthlink.net 
 
�
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Upcoming Earthdog Events 

 
Missouri Earth Dogs (MOE) Terrier Trial - Purina Fa rms, Gray’s 
Summit, MO - May 28, 29, 30, 2010.  More info: 
http://www.moearthdogs.org/trials.htm 
 
AWTA (American Working Terrier Association) Certifi cation - Purina 
Farms, Grey’s Summit, MO - November 6, 2010.  Contact:  
slamear@fpweb.net 
 
Mid-America Working Terrier Trial (MAWTA)- June 26,  27, 2010 - 
Norfolk, NE - Contact:  patti@hiddenacresjrt.com 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction to Working Terriers Below Ground ����
By Aurora Rubel, KY 
 
Editor’s note: Aurora, a long-time friend of Heartland and JRTCA working 
judge, has kindly provided some newer working articles, and you will be 
seeing them in issues to come. But, with recent requests by newer members 
on earthwork, we’re publishing this article first. This was written several 
years ago and it is a great introduction.     
 
Please note that earth working techniques and views vary from one terrier 
man/woman to the next.  The best way to learn earth working is by doing!  
If you are interested in learning more, the first best piece of advice is to 
JOIN THE JRTCA (Jack Russell Terrier Club of America, 
www.therealjackrussell.com) and/or AWTA (American Working Terrier 
Association, http://www.dirt-dog.com/awta/index.cfm).  
 
Part Two:  
 
Hunting Etiquette   
 
Before you ever attempt to work a terrier in the ground, the hunt team (you 
and your terrier) need to spend time working on hunting etiquette.  A terrier 
cannot hunt if it cannot be let off lead and be under complete control.  If the 
moment you let your terrier off lead, it takes off, not to be seen again for two 
hours, you should not waste the time of an experienced working person by 
asking them to take you hunting.  You are the person that needs to do the 
basic training before going into the field.  Do not ask someone taking you 
into the field to do that for you because there is no way to do that in one or 



 

 

even a few days.  Field obedience is started at weaning and is a continuous 
process for the first year of a terrier’s life, with positive reinforcement for its 
entire life.  There may not be safe hunting places and/or quarry in your part 
of the country (Florida, California, etc.), but there is no excuse for an 
uneducated, disobedient terrier to be presented for work.  The basics can be 
taught anywhere, even at the beach.  The terrier should also be livestock 
broke.  A good piece of hunting ground can be lost to the moment a terrier 
chases cows, kills a chicken or runs the pet cat up the nearest tree. 
 
Additionally, there are parts of hunting etiquette that pertain to the hunter 
and not the terrier and I will list some of them here: 
 
1- Always ask the landowner permission to hunt on their property. 
2- Obey local hunting rules and purchase a hunting license. 
3- When animals need to be destroyed, do so humanely.  Ragging of live 
quarry has turned my stomach when I have had the misfortune to have 
witnessed it, never mind if some animal rights person should accidentally 
witness such an act.  Do not risk the terrier’s reputation and the sport by 
doing inhumane acts.  Make sure the quarry is dead before letting your 
terriers have a rag.   
4- Be sure to respect the property you are on.  Leave it as you found it or 
better.  Fill in all holes, close all gates and pack out your garbage. 
5- Don’t poach other people’s hunting ground.  If someone takes you to one 
of their hunting grounds - one that they have spent usually much effort to 
know the owner - don’t go to this property on your own.  Find your own 
hunting territory and you will find, in the long run, you have greatly 
increased your hunting ground because you will more than likely be invited 
hunting again by your friend. 
 
Digging 
 
In the U.S., there are two approaches to digging a terrier out of the ground, 
differing partly in the tool used; shovel or spade vs. the post hole digger 
(phd).  I prefer to use a shovel to dig terriers out of the ground and I will 
explain why a spade is my tool of choice.  In the U.S., a number of people  
that work terrier do so quite effectively with post hole diggers.  I have never 
seen a post hole digger used in England where terrier work originated.  
When I first started learning to dig terriers, I tried both the shovel and the 
post hole digger approach to digging and in my opinion the shovel is the best 



 

 

method in most cases.  However, I do occasionally find a phd useful, 
especially when digging in tight quarters and do carry one in my truck.   
The reason I settled on using a shovel to dig a terrier is primarily safety.  I 
believe a properly dug shovel hole is safer for the terrier and I will explain.  
When a phd is used to dig a terrier, the width of the hole is generally kept a 
couple of feet around and, in most cases, less than two feet.  A phd is not an 
efficient tool at a diameter of greater than two feet around.  With such a 
small hole if the terrier is more than 2-3 feet deep when you break through, 
it will be difficult for an average size adult to do more than observe the 
terrier.  Yes, once the earth is open the terrier is free to come out, but 
helping the terrier in trouble through a deep but narrow hole is nearly 
impossible.  If you need to help the terrier, you will have to enlarge the 
hole, but once you have broken into the tunnel any additional dirt tends to 
fall into the tube, increasing the risk of burying the terrier.  The other 
problem with a small hole is the risk of digging on right past a tunnel which 
is slightly to the side of your post hole.  Even using a locator, it is easy to be 
off dead center by the few inches it can take to cause you to miss the tunnel 
with a post hole dig.  When this happens you waste time getting to your 
terrier, first by digging past the tube a foot or more before becoming 
suspicious, and then, by taking the time to find exactly where the tube is by 
scanning the post hole with a locator.  Ultimately, the posthole will have to 
be widened in the direction of the tunnel.  Another plus for the spade is that 
used correctly a lot more dirt can be moved in a short time than with a phd.  
Lastly, the spade I use is an English terrier shovel which has been modified 
by removing the wooden handle, which was broken by digging, and welding 
on an unbreakable metal handle.  This one tool serves as a shovel, a pry bar 
and an ax to chop roots, small trees or bushes, i.e. one tool for many uses. 
 
There are two desireable aspects to using a phd.  First, they make holes 
which have vertical sides which is very important to maintain the width of 
the hole as you dig deep.  When using a shovel, you need to concentrate on 
being sure vertical walls are maintained or you end up with no room to dig, 
the deeper the hole becomes.  Secondly, they are quite useful in tight 
quarters where flinging a shovel may be hard or impossible for lack of room 
to maneuver. 
 
Now to discuss the actual dig.  Your terrier is baying in the ground, so what 
do you do?  First, of course, you use your locator box to determine the exact 
location of your terrier and you are ready to dig.  It is always advisable to 
give your terrier a few minutes to make sure it has settled in one location 



 

 

before starting to dig.  That is, the terrier has moved the quarry to a stop 
end.  Once the terrier has been located and appears to be steady at one 
location, a hole dug with a shovel should be centered over the spot where the 
terrier has been located.  I dig rectangular shaped holes if possible.  The 
size of the hole you start to dig needs to be proportional to the depth you 
expect to dig to as indicated by your locator.  Nearly all holes need only to 
be two to three feet wide, but the length needs to be longer the deeper you 
have to dig.  A good rule of thumb for the hole is a food for every foot of 
depth you expect to dig.  If you expect to dig down three feet, your hole 
start should be 2.5 x 3 feet.  If you expect to dig down five feet, the hole 
needs to be 2.5 x 5 feet.  I have never dug a hole that I wished smaller but 
almost always wish I had made it bigger at the start.  So don’t skimp on the 
size of the hole.  A large hole allows you to help your terrier when you 
break through, lessens the chance of missing the tube your terrier is in and 
gives you the room you need to dig unencumbered.  Again, as you dig down 
to the terrier, it is extremely important that you not lose hole size.  This is 
done by always making sure that the walls of your hole are vertical.  Take 
the time to do this frequently as you dig down. 
 
I have a routine that I use that works well for me and, though you always 
need to be ready to modify your digging plan as the situation dictates, I try 
to follow the plan as closely as possible.  My plan goes like this: 
 
1- Mark out the hole with the shovel, remove the turf and set it aside to be 
used on to, green side up, during back filling later. 
2- I use a tarp to place all other loose dirt to make back filling easier.  This 
is placed on the ground near the hole edge.  Then, I start at one end of the 
hole and dig down a shovel depth from one end of the hole to the other.  As 
much of the dirt as is easily placed on the tarp is done during this deepening 
of the hole, but I do not waste too much time being tidy until one shovel 
depth has been removed from the entire hole from one end to the other.  
Then, I make sure that the side walls are vertical and clean any loose dirt 
from the bottom of the hole before starting the next layer deep. 
3- This is a good point to recheck the location of your terrier and make sure 
he has not moved.  It is also a good time to switch to a fresh human digger 
if one is available.  This process of removing one layer, making sure the 
side walls remain vertical, and tidying up the loose dirt continues until you 
are one shovel depth from the terrier. 
4- At this point, you should be able to hear your terrier baying quite loudly 
just under your feet and ideally you should be able to slowly and gently 



 

 

insert the shovel into the dirt and lift the remaining dirt from over your 
terrier, exposing him and the quarry. 
 
The Rewards 
 
For me, a cool fall day, a couple of terriers trained in field etiquette with 
locator collars, a spade and a hunting buddy to help dig is where it is at.  If, 
at the end of the day, my terriers and I have accounted for quarry in an 
appropriate manner, the terriers have worked well, I have provided a service 
to the landowner, and most of all, my terriers have smiles on their faces, I 
have had a great day.  
 
 
              
 

Heartland Classifieds 
Advertising is available for $5 per issue or $20 per year (4 issues).  Please 

send your ad to:  
 

Mary Stevens 
prairiecreek@centurylink.net 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                          
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

2010���� Membership Form����
����

The Heartland Jack Russell Terrier Club was formed in November 1991 for the purpose 
of informing Jack Russell Terrier owners across the Heartland region of terrier trials and special 
events. Our goal is to help members learn more about Jack Russell Terriers, their special needs 
and unique abilities. We encourage all members to send in any information that would be of 
interest to other Jack Russell owners. Please send any articles, stories, classifieds and notices of 
activities to: 

 
Mary Stevens 

13118 S Al Gossett Rd 
Lone Jack, MO 64070 

prairiecreek@centurylink.net 
 
 

Dues for this club are $15.00 annually per household. Like the Jack Russell Terrier Club 
of America, our memberships run from January 1st through December 31st. Current members 
have until March 15th to renew memberships without loss of privileges.  
Any memberships received after October 1st will count towards the following year. To join, mail 
the membership form below with dues payable to the “Heartland Jack Russell Terrier Club.” 
Please return the form and dues to: 

 
Heartland Jack Russell Terrier Club 

c/o Jennifer Mitchell 
8917 W 124th St  Apt 276 
Overland Park, KS 66213 
Jmitchell82@kc.rr.com 

 
 
 

Name:  _________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________ 
Phone: _________________________________ 
Email: __________________________________ 

 
 

Mark here if you’d like to receive your newsletter by email: ___  
 
How many Jack Russell Terriers do you own? ___ 
 
Is this a renewal? Yes     No 
 
Signature: ________________________ 

 
*** Please make checks payable to “Heartland Jack Russell Terrier Club” 

 
Suggestions for articles you’d like to see: 
1) ______________________________________ 
2) ______________________________________ 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
    

 
 
 
 

      
 
 


