Editor: Mary Stevens December 2009

Change Is In The Air for 2010

With terms the terms of board members ending, ielestwere held this past
year to fill the open slots in the Heartland Boafdirectors. Stephanie
Poppe chose to give up her seat, while Jenni Mitslseat expired.

THANK YOU to both Stephanie and Jenni for their cdoutions. Mary
Stevens and Sherry Stanley will once again joirbiberd. Welcome back!
Here is the current HWJRTC BOD. Please feel foesontact them with
your questions or ideas:

Dick Fenton Idfenl@iowatelecom.net
Joy Owens huntmoor@centurytel.net
Mary Stevens stevens3@att.net
Bob VanVoorst rvanvoorst@aol.com
Sherry Stanley w5thpetsitter@earthlink.net

And, after many years of serving as club treasamernewsletter editor,
Paul Kimmerly has opted to hand over these dutidstake a well deserved
break. His guidance, dependability, sound judge¢raed careful handling
of club funds have helped make Heartland financsdlund and our
membership well informed. Mary Stevens will beitgkover as newsletter
editor. Mary has edited newsletters in the past,ia looking forward to
doing so for Heartland. Jenni Mitchell has vokered to serve as club
treasurer. Jenni has years of experience as ateelufor the Heartland
club, and her willingness to take on this job ipragiated!



A (Re)New Year

It's that time again...time to renew your HWJRTC menghip. We know
that we are in a rough-tough economy. Demandsotime and finances
are tight. All the more reason to hang in thandrue terrier fashion, and
keep the prospects for fun and frolic in 2010 - bagond - alive and
kicking.

We're definitely in a time of transition, with timass popularity of the Jack
Russell waning. That's not necessarily a bad thi@g the “up” side, it
means that terriers stand a better chance of mog lo&er-bred for profit,
ending up as impulse purchases and in sadly uldeitemes. On the
“down” side, we are a MUCH smaller core of Jack s@lisenthusiasts.
From a high of nearly 100 members a few yearsagare now a mere
handful!

Add to that the fact that time has a way of marglon. We’'re all older.
Some of us have changed careers, had health dadiiy issues, gone
back to school, etc. For some who have long baavived in the club,
their terriers are getting older too. But whetit'sra little gray on the
temples or on the muzzle, we’'re still game for adjome!

And our mission of providing activity and educatisrstill here, regardless
of our size. We are still contacted by new Jackdeil owners on a regular
basis, while “newer” (but by no means “seasone®jners are expressing
a strong desire to know more about the working etspietheir terriers and
to stay connected to our little community.

Granted, numbers of experienced and willing paréints are absolutely
critical to holding events of any size. Fun dagsdibeen our opportunity
to welcome and mentor new folks, while trials haeen our “bread and
butter” and a chance to connect with the Jack Russ@amunity at large.
So we do have some significant challenges ahead.

So, what is in store for 2010? Honestly, we areembirely sure! That is
perhaps why it may be more important than evealioof us who love these
little white dogs to stick to our guns and supg@th other and OUR club.



There is a reason that each of us chose to be olmnadack Russell. It is
probably slightly different from one person to tiext, but there is a plucky,
persistent, “never say die” spirit in all of us!

So, ¢’/mon! Join up! While you are filling out theembership form, please
be thinking about what you would like to do andddioard member know.
We have some ideas for fun times ahead!

Fantastic News on the JRT Health Front

All breeds of dogs, including Jack Russells, havpdtential to be affected
by any number of genetic diseases. In our tefr@rs of the most
devastating, painful and expensive to treat is Brjnhens Luxation (PLL).

PLL occurs when the zonules (tiny fibrous tissuwet tiolds the lens of the
eye in place) break down. The lens then permaynemiles out of position,
causing pain and blindness. Immediate (within bafronset) treatment
can save some vision by removing the lens entibelithe cost is
prohibitively expensive. The alternative is thengbete removal of the eye,
which is disfiguring and, of course, results iratdilindness. Even if one
eye is affected, it is nearly 100% certain thatdttesr eye will also luxate.

The scientific community is several years into ledle to “map” the
canine genome (set of genes), and it has beensioddr- albeit
imperfectly - that PLL is a genetic disease (passethrough the
generations), however it has not been possibdietermine which
individual terriers are likely “carriers” for thasgtase unless they produce
offspring that actually have the condition. A caris an individual dog that
does not manifest the disease, but can pass odedeetive/mutated gene
(from each pair of genes) and one normal gene. camoer dogs have the
potential to pair their mutated copies and produeedisease in their
offspring.

The Jack Russell Terrier Club of America, Jack RlUiF®rrier Research
Foundation and scores of breeders embarked on guygpesearch to find
the genetic “markers” for PLL. DNA (blood samplgs¢digrees and other



information was shared by Jack Russell owners. éyiavas raised through
trials and individual donations. Note: You will happy to know that
Heartland contributed to this fund by earmarkingp®t dog entry from our
fall event for several years running! So, if yaitended this event in the
past, YOU helped make this happen!

At long last, it was announced last fall that tharker had been found! A
test is now available through the Orthopedic Fotindaof America (OFA)
that will tell us which dogs are affected, caroerclear.

With testing now available, breeders will now béeaio make more
informed decisions and eliminate this disease foomterriers.

More information on this topic can be found here:

http://www.jrt-research.com/

“If you get to thinking you’re a person of some
influence, try ordering someone else’s dog around”



~ Will Rogers

Introduction to Working Terriers Below Ground
By Aurora Rubel

Editor’s note: Aurora, a long-time friend of Hearitl and JRTCA working judge, has kindly provided
some newer working articles, and you will be se¢irggn in issues to come. But, with recent recuegt
newer members on earthwork, | am printing thischatiirst. This article was written several yeago.

PART ONE

Introduction

This introduction to earth work with terriers witluch on several important
areas including the terrier, the risks involvedwro minimize risks,
hunting etiquette, a method for digging terriers @ithe ground, a
discussion of my digging plan, and the rewards framting your terrier.

As far as my experience in digging terriers, mgtftwwo Jack Russells,
Chaser and Chip, purchased in 1981, insisted tleairh to dig them out of
the ground. My husband and | had just purchasathRBmpt acres of
Kentucky which we named Wild Remain Farm. The laagd mostly
blackberry thickets and locust trees. There wet®df groundhogs and
raccoons on the property and | spent most of tbergkyear with Chaser
and Chip finding which hole they had disappeare¢d and muddling my
way through getting them out, usually in variowstess of disrepair.
Somewhere through that second year with Jack Reskdecided that if
Chaser and Chi were going to grow old, | had bé¢tam more about
working and digging these terriers out of the geband that started me on
the path of acquiring as much knowledge about emotlk with terriers as
possible. | have worked terriers in various paftge U.S. and regularly
make trips to England to dig in January or Februey best hunting
months.

The Terrier

The heart and instinct to work does not always conaepackage that will
win ribbons in conformation. There are many comfation flaws which
will knock a terrier out of the conformation ringhieh do not significantly
affect the terrier’s performance in the field. dRed ears, long backs,
crooked legs, bad coats, splayed feet, to name,dhBeve never stopped a
terrier with the passion for work from doing thé joYes, a terrier with



straight legs will move more efficiently than arter with crooked legs and,
ultimately if they both have the same will to huiie more closely a terrier
comes to good conformation, the better that testeuld perform in the
field. But if you want to maintain the work in therrier, you need to breed
first for performance and second for conformatidihen was the last time
you heard someone say, “l bred my bitch to Fangee | saw him work
just like a Jack Russell should.” What have prdypakard is, “I bred
Biscuit to Handsome because they both won thessela at the Nationals”.
Who cares if Biscuit and Handsome have ever worked?

The Risk

Yes, there is a risk to the terrier when it is @kal to work. | have been
working Jack Russells for 15 years and | have seerterrier die in the
ground. The terrier died from heart failure. dfpened while she was in
the ground working but it could have happened wsiile was running at
home or chasing a rabbit on her farm and her dadtre ground was not
really the result of hunting. There were no manathng related reasons
associated with her death. She did not suffocéb® earth was an
established earth with many tubes and openingsenie broke through to
her, there was air blowing through the tube sheima$he did not have a
bite on her. The two most important ways forraee to die in the ground
Is suffocation and getting chewed up, especiallyritaan artery severed.
Another danger in most parts of the U.S. is fograiér to be exposed to
skunk odor in a confined space for excessive tidene of these factors
contributed to the death of this terrier. So bcthe point, in 15 years |
have seen one terrier die in the ground due toesawbkich would have
caused it to die above ground in any intense sttnatHow many terriers
die by getting run over by a car? How many puppetselectrocuted by
chewing on an electric cord? How many terriersinlieennel fights every
year? Taken into this context, maybe the risloisthat great to allow your
terrier to do what he was supposed to be bred jttoddo what should be
stamped in his instincts and what he should beikagping than anything
else?

Minimizing the Risks

How do we minimize the risk? Working terriers & mocket science, but it
Is a lot of common sense and a few basic rules.tHeomajority of us,
working terriers is for sport and for our pleasanel the pleasure of our
terriers, and not our jobs. | go to England asrofis | can to work terriers




with the few professional terrier men for fox hyriteave had the good
fortune to meet and become friends. One of thesbak Stevens, who is
presently the terrier man for the Portman Hunt ord@t. | have seen Nick
put a terrier in an awful place. But, when wereloat his home by the fire
that night he told me, | would not have put thatiée in there today, if it
was not part of my job. | doubt there is anyoraealieg this article that
needs to put a terrier in an unsafe or awful plaszause it is part of their
job.

It is important to know your ground and stay awant unsafe areas. Try
and get to earths before your terriers and youdgei€iyou want your terrier
in that spot. Sometimes, this is not possibleatetrier makes a decision
for you. But that situation does not need to leegredominant case.
Hunting should be a controlled situation, not chaésr instance, in
Kentucky, dangerous earths can involve sink holeiglvcan have vertical
shafts which a terrier can fall into but sink hofese a very characteristic
on top of the ground. They can be recognized vedgrke you even
approach them with a terrier so why even go neanth Also, | personally
do not intentionally commit a terrier to ground goigice | cannot dig it out
and that means earths under shelf rock, rock demer buildings, under
paved roads. Of course, there will be times titheeyou make the wrong
assessment of the situation or your terrier makesléecision for you. But,
again, you can still minimize these situations.

After you know your hunting ground, risks can baHer minimized by
following a few basic safety rules. First and ertely important, never put
a terrier to ground without a locator collar, ohatthas been recently
checked and found to be transmitting properlytaited working terriers
before locator collars became available in the aS. know quite a few of
the tricks to find a terrier in the ground withaucollar, but when a terrier
goes silent which can be a sign of things goingngr@ locator collar is the
only sure way to find the terrier quickly which rhigoe the difference
between life and death.

Rule two, work only one terrier at a time. Thetih call this “working
single handed”. In my opinion, a terrier which bt work single handed
Is not much of a terrier. Again back to Nick Stesehe owns several
terriers, but most of his terrier work is done @ffnotor bike because of its
ability to get through hunt traffic quickly. He caarry one terrier in a



pouch just as a terrier man on horseback wouldhdd;one terrier has to be
a good one and has to do all the work for the d&llgenever | see people
who are supposed to be knowledgeable hunters wgpHdaueral terriers at
one time or allowing more than one terrier in aghatl a time, it is usually
because their terriers do not have the couragelstance to work alone.
The dangers o working more than one at a time i@aath are: having one
terrier shove another into the quarry; plugginghgtunnels with terriers
and minimizing air; and, having one terrier actyailte another terrier
either by mistake or because it wants the quarry.

Similar to rule two (working only one terrier atime), the number of
terriers that go out on a hunting excursion shaaaninimized, reducing
the potential for chaos. There is no way thatria day you can work 40, 30
or even 10 terriers. The possibilities for accidancreases in proportion to
the number of terriers out. The more terriers,greater the probability that
one or more of the following will happen: terrierst under control of their
owners; fights between terriers; extraneous barllisggacting the terrier
working or making it difficult for the huntspersém hear the terrier in the
ground which is an important safety check on theae Additionally, most
farm owners get concerned when packs of dogs apetdueir property.
When | go out | normally take two terriers andeadut. Usually the two
terriers are of two different sizes, a small ond arvery small one and they
may have different working styles which might dlifterent hunting
situations. If you take more than one terriermthdie-out is a must. You
should carry a tie-out for every terrier in thddie

Rule four, dig in an orderly fashion, i.e. havelanp Just like having only
one terrier in the ground at a time, on or two pessdigging at a time is
sufficient. Frequent changing of the digger toesih person, if available,
allows everyone present to get some digging infanglou to get to the
terrier and quarry quickly and with less chaos thith several people
flinging dirt, shovels and tripping over each oth#rat the same time.

Lastly, when you are done with the dig, make sha &ll your terriers are
accounted for before filling in. During a dig, exterriers should be staked
out near, but not right on top of the earths araukhnot be running around.
Terriers which are wearing a locator collar shcaddstaked far enough
away from the hole so as not to interfere with towathe terrier working.
Remember that your receiver box can not discrireiha&tween the collar on



the dog in the ground and the collar on the dokestaut near the hole.
The box just picks up the nearest collar.

In the next installment: Hunting Etiquette and Digging.

Events in 2010

There are no plans for a Heartland Spring tri&0a0, however, several fun
days are in the works. At the time of publicatidates and details are not
firm, so please check the Heartland websitew.hwjrtc.comfor upcoming
information. If you have ideas for what YOU wolike to see us do at a
fun day, contact any board member.

Heartland Classifieds
Advertising is available for $5 per issue or $20 year (4 issues). Please
send your ad to:

Mary Stevens
Stevens3@att.net




2010 Membership Form

The Heartland Jack Russell Terrier Club was formed in November 1991 for the purpose
of informing Jack Russell Terrier owners across the Heartland region of terrier trials and
special events. Our goal is to help members learn more about Jack Russell Terriers,
their special needs and unique abilities. We encourage all members to send in any
information that would be of interest to other Jack Russell owners. Please send any
articles, stories, classifieds and notices of activities to:

Mary Stevens
13118 S Al Gossett Rd
Lone Jack, MO 64070

Stevens3@att.net

Dues for this club are $15.00 annually per household. Like the Jack Russell Terrier Club
of America, our memberships run from January 1sithrough December 31s:. Current
members have until March 15« to renew memberships without loss of privileges.

Any memberships received after October 1stwill count towards the following year. To
join, mail the membership form below with dues payable to the “Heartland Jack Russell
Terrier Club.” Please return the form and dues to:

Heartland Jack Russell Terrier Club
c/o Jennifer Mitchell
8917 W 124" st
Overland Park, KS 66213
Jmitchell82@kc.rr.com

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

Mark here if you'd like to receive your newsletter by email:
How many Jack Russell Terriers do you own?
Is this a renewal? Yes No

Signature:

*** Please make checks payable to “Heartland Jack R ussell Terrier Club”



Suggestions for articles you'd like to see:
1)

2)




